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Growing up, my identity was always found in other people,
things, and what | achieved. | had a comfortable life with family,
friends, and material possessions. Though | did have various
troubles and insecurities, overall | lived in a safe bubble. |
thought the point of life was to have a good career, family,
friends, and basically just strive for happiness. Because | went
to church, didn’t party, cried at a retreat, and was a nice-ish
person, | thought | was a good Christian. Because of that, my
relationship with God was very shallow and | didn’t truly
understand why Jesus dying on the cross was so important.
Jesus was more of an afterthought, not the Lord of my life. This
way of living led to a lot of brokenness and pain as | tried to find
my value in things humans were never meant to find identity in.
I had the underlying feeling that something was missing but |
thought that would be fixed if | tried harder to get to that ideal
life | desperately wanted. To get there, | sought relationships
which led to obsessing about how others perceived me and
over-analyzing any signs of rejection or acceptance. | threw so
much weight on how | did in school and tried to excel in every
area of my life to get me closer to that happy life. | was
constantly wavering between feeling like | was too much yet
also not enough.

| went into college thinking | would have the time of life - |
would find my college sweetheart, kick start my career, and find
a great fellowship. Instead, God broke me. | struggled with



finding community the first couple of years which was
embarrassing and shameful for me because | was so used to
being around people all the time. God has redeemed that
situation now, and | can see how in His perfect timing He gave
me the time and space needed to reflect and come to Him. He
brought to light many of the sins | had previously ignored with
pride, lust, jealousy, selfishness, and a general rebellion and
ignorance of His rightful authority in my life. | had discounted
the impact of these sins because there were so many “worse”
people out there, but Romans 3:23 says that we have all
sinned and fall short of the glory of God. In my sophomore year
at my Davis church during the Passion Experience (where we
walk through different experiences of Jesus’ crucifixion and
resurrection), | saw how | was just like the Pharisees who put
Jesus on the cross. | proclaimed to be Christian yet it was all
head knowledge and | did not truly surrender and let Him be my
Lord. | was faced with my sinfulness in how | arrogantly turned
from Him and wanted to spend my life striving for myself. | truly
deserve the cross for betraying my Creator, but Jesus in his
love for me took that burden.

During the 2019 Winter Retreat at my Davis church, |
was moved by how much | am like the Samaritan woman in
John 4. Jesus met her in the most unexpected place at the
unexpected time in her greatest shame, just as he has done for
me. He tells her in verses 13-14 “Everyone who drinks of this
water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that |
will give him will never be thirsty again. The water that | will
give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.” | continually try to quench my soul thirst with
romantic relationships, friendships, achievements, career goals,
new experiences, affirmation from others, consumerism, and so
many other things. Over the past couple of years since



graduating, | have been hit again with the temptations of
seeking after a comfortable life and just trying to move up the
career ladder as | entered the corporate work world. Sheltering-
in-place during the unexpected pandemic also really tested my
faith as | struggled with many of the darker emotions and
mental struggles that isolation brought. But Jesus continues to
bring my eyes towards him and reminds me that he is the only
water that can truly satisfy. He is the best love | could ever
have and has made me whole, bringing eternal life.

Jesus is my Lord and Savior from a life of entitlement
and rebellion, and | am thankful to have a God who knows who
| am and still loves me enough to send His son to pay for all of
these transgressions. He knows the shadow side of my heart
and the daily sins | will continue to commit, yet has shown
immeasurable grace and mercy. Lamentations 3:22-25 says,
“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies
never come to and end; they are new every morning; great is
your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my portion,’ says my soul,
‘therefore | will hope in him.” The Lord is good to those who
wait for him, to the soul who seeks him.” Having a submissive
and seeking heart is a constant battle and my heart continues
to wander, however | choose to repent and let His steadfast
love sustain me daily. Finding contentment and fulfillment
through the Lord in every single season is often a struggle and
| know there are many painful times ahead, but | believe and
commit my life to the hope, joy and redeeming power of the
Gospel.
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| didn’t have any religion. But out of tradition, | sometimes went
into Buddhist temples to burn incense on Lunar New Year.

| came to know Jesus through Help U Learn, a after school
program, which both of my kids enrolled in.

To me, believing in Jesus means Jesus is God in the flesh.
God in human form. Jesus came to earth and died for our sins.
Trust in the Lord with all my heart. Through faith in Jesus |
could be forgiven of my sins. | could be saved.
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Before | know Jesus, | did not have a religion but every year
during Chinese New Year, | visited a Temple to pray due to
family tradition.

I came to know Jesus through my children at Help U Learn. |
also attended the monthly parent gatherings which were
required. During the gatherings, sisters and brothers shared
much of their experiences on how they overcame worries and
stress in life through God. For example, this year Ally began
college and | told myself," Ally will do fine, our heavenly father
will protect and watch over her."

To me, believing in Jesus means a changed new me, my
behavior (act), speak and think must be gentle to others;

God is with me all the time, no need to be afraid if | go through
tough time.

After | accepted Jesus to me my Savior, now | am a Christian
and proud to be a Christian.
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| grew up in a Chinese church in the South Bay and got

baptized in 7th grade. I've always been very involved in
“Christian” activities like youth group, Christian club, and
missions. In high school, it occurred to me that even though |
had been going to church my whole life, | could choose to
stop. | didn’t have to continue down this path that my parents
had set me on. But, like Peter, | said, “Lord, to whom shall |
go? You have the words of eternal life” (John 6:68). | had
experienced too much of Him to walk away. In college, |
realized that my “relationship” with God was nothing more
than activities and habits and discipline. | feared that if |
stopped all of these, there would be nothing left. So | stopped
every form of spiritual discipline for a summer to see what
would happen. After a couple months, | began to miss times
of worship, reading the Bible, and praying. | began to realize
that these things really did bring joy and peace and life and
my relationship with God became less about discipline and
more about communion. There have been so many other
pivotal moments in my walk with the Lord and | have no doubt
that there will be many more to come.

| have experienced many difficulties big and small, but what
they all have in common is God’s goodness and faithfulness.
| once heard a speaker share about how Christians often see
life as going from ftrial to trial to trial, and the trials just get
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harder and harder. He admonished us to relabel this process
as going from glory to glory to glory (2 Corinthians 3:18).
Each time we experience something challenging that presses
us and tests us, we have an opportunity to exercise our faith
and become more like Christ. That is how | would describe
my experience working at the learning center these last ten
years. Each year seemed to come with new and harder
challenges - trouble with licensing, conflict among
coworkers, difficult and angry parents, high-needs students,
the consequences of my own mistakes, etc. There were
times | thought the learning center would get shut down, but |
reminded myself that God would keep it open for as long as
He wanted, because He had a plan, and it was good. Along
with each challenge came breakthrough and growth - better
relationships with coworkers, greater empathy for those
around me, and many testimonies of God causing all things
to work forgood.

There are many ways that God has molded me, spoken to
me, and communed with me over the years. Musical worship
and prayer are two prominent ways that | communicate with
God and hear from Him, as well as Scripture and community.
| think if | had to pick the single most important thing that
helps me to grow spiritually it is prayer. And by prayer, |
simply mean talking with God — openly and frequently
sharing my thoughts with God and listening.
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Since my baptism at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church on July
16, 1966 in Hong Kong, | was also confirmed on July 17 in the
same Church the next day. Both Godmothers were my
classmates as this Church was next to my high school. |
continued to attend services at this church until | moved to the
Happy Valley district. | switched to attend Sunday services at
the St. Margaret's Church in Happy Valley. | also joined the
church's Legionnaire group that met every Saturday afternoon.
We did visits to poor church families that needed help via home
tutoring. By doing so, we also coordinated to take their little
ones to church services on Sundays. My involvement with the
Legionary service continued until | left Hong Kong in
September 1972 to immigrate to the United States of America. |
continued to attend Sunday services in San Francisco at Old St.
Mary's Cathedral and did volunteer work in their gift shop.

In 1974, | was married and moved out of San Francisco. Since
my husband was not a religious person, slowly with busy work
life, starting a new family with two daughters, and taking
college classes at night, | no longer found time to attend
Sunday services. As a computer systems engineer at Bank of
America, | was constantly working over 80 hours a week, many
times on Saturdays and Sundays. This continued until both my
daughters were out of the house to start their college life. It was
around the year 2000 with extra rooms in the house we took in
a roommate (tenant) to supplement our children's college
expenses. This tenant turns out to be a Christian, it is through
him that | started going to the Canaan Lutheran Church in San

15



Francisco until my switch to attending Sunday Service at the
Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit in 2019.

It had always been not enough time to do my system
development work. | am a perfectionist, throughout my 37
years working at the Bank of America as a systems developer;
| consistently rated as a level one performer. The sacrifice was
my family life and my own health. Finally, | had enough of
working over 80 hours a week and not taking care of my own
health plus 3 major blood transfusions, | decided to retire from
work at 62. After retirement, | have decided to devote more
time to take care of myself and to take care of my grandsons
(vs | had a nanny to take care of my own daughters when they
were growing up!). Those are now my top two priorities. | also
plan to attend more church activities as schedules permit.

Since attending the Lutheran Church of the Holy Spirit, | find
that the Sunday service sermons are much more meaningful to
me than when | was attending the Canaan Lutheran Church.

| am grateful to Yuen Lee for inviting me to attend the Sunday
Bible Classes taught by Elder Tom Lee and Mary Ma. | began
attending their Sunday Bible Class on February 14, 2021, and it
has helped me tremendously to improve in my belief in God.
Taught me how to pray, how to live the life that God provides
me, how to not to lose faith in God in times of difficulty. |
definitely will continue to attend this Sunday Bible Class to help
me grow spiritually. Their teachings are easy to understand and
most inspiring spiritually.

Also, | love to read the scripture hangouts that come with the
Sunday service itinerary. The interpretation of the scripture is
most helpful in understanding what the Bible said. By reading
them in my leisure time at home, | find that it definitely helps
me to grow spiritually. The scripture interpretations in the
hangouts also last longer in my mind than just hearing them
during Sunday services. After all, | am very much an old senior
at the age of 74, there is definitely limited capacity in my short-
term memories.
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| am also very thankful and grateful to church members Cindy
Jeong, Carmen Wong, Maggie Lau and Nancy Lau to make me
feel at home in this church.

Thank you God, Amen
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Before | know Jesus, | was very lost. | thought | was a very
spiritual person.

| went to Hindu temples and Buddhist temples, practiced
meditation, and listened to all sorts of new age podcasts and
audiobooks. | had thought Christianity would never be for me. |
thought | had figured out how to live.

In 2019, after my nearly 20 year marriage fell apart, | became
a victim of a scam and | lost all my savings. | was shell
shocked and totally lost my will power to live. My sister, who
had been a Christian for many years, was on the phone with
me day and night to keep my spirit up. She introduced me to
a Christian lady who asked me “Are you ready to believe?”
Out of nowhere, | said “Yes”. That would be God speaking
through me because | still could not figure out where that
came from.

After that, | met Li Min, a longtime member of LCHS. | then met
Li Qian and her husband and many others. Through them, |
have come to know Jesus.

Believing Jesus means a feeling of peace. For most of my life,
| had suffered from severe anxiety and fear. | was always
worried and scared. No matter how much | had accomplished,
it was never enough. | was always looking for more to fill the
black hole that can never be filled.
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After | accepted Jesus to be my Savior, now | feel at peace
with my life. | know many bad things happened to me but |
believe God wanted me to change for better. Without these
events, | would not have come to know God and His love. | am
also able to face my future without worry and fear because |
am a child of God.
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	To me, believing in Jesus means a changed new me, my behavior (act), speak and think must be gentle to others;

